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16 April 2018

by email:

Dear
Official Information request and response: Fierce Girls
Thank you for your request under the Official Information Act (“OIA”) dated 30 March 2018.
You have requested:
all information relating to the Funding proposals for Fierce Girls including all emails between staff
and the Biasiney Tule's and this could include emails between Benedict Reid and Brenda
Leeuwenberg.
I understand the project was pitched twice to NZ On Air before approval funding provided. Under
the OIA I request all information relating to the funding proposals for Fierce Girls.
Information will include all phone recordings, meetings, emails, hard copy and electronic including
the funding panel assessments and comments.
Your request follows an email from you dated 27 March 2018 raising concerns about the funding decision
and process around this project in 2016, compared with your own project being declined in 2015 and
2016. My reply to you dated 29 March 2018 noted that I reviewed both their proposal and yours in
response, and advised there is no similarity in form to yours. My staff assessed your project impartially in
the usual way.
We announced funding of $228,984 towards the production of Fierce Girls in our March 2016 newsletter.
I have attached the requested information up to and including the funding decision:
 Assessment summaries, decisions, and emails related to the first application (which was declined)
 Assessment summaries, decisions, and emails related to the second application (which was
approved)
The following redactions in these documents have been made:
 Contact details of parties, under s9(2)(a) of the OIA - privacy
 Names of individual assessors, under s9(2)(g)(i) – free and frank expression of opinions
 Creative details of the production proposal, under s9(2)(b)(i) – trade secret
o NB: this is because the project is not yet completed and released. Once it is released we
may be in a position to release some of the information we have redacted or withheld.
Please contact us again at that time with a new request.
 Financial details of contributions other than NZ On Air, under s9(2)(b)(i) and (ii) – trade secret
 Details of different projects assessed at the same time as Fierce Girls – out of scope

Connecting and reflecting our nation

We decline to release the following information:
 Production budgets and other financial information supporting the proposal, under s9(2)(b)(i) –
trade secret
For your information, funding provided by NZ On Air for all successful projects is searchable on our
website. You can also sign up to receive our bi-monthly industry newsletter via our website.
You have the right to refer this response to the Ombudsman if you are dissatisfied with it. More
information on how to do this is here:
http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/make-a-complaint/complaining-about-access-to-officialinformation-551307291224432
NZ On Air proactively releases information in accordance with the Government’s commitment to the
Open Government Partnership National Action Plan. This includes publishing responses to requests for
information under the OIA. Please note that this response (with your name removed) will be published
on the NZ On Air website shortly and will remain on our website for 12 months.
Thank you for your interest in our work.
Yours sincerely

Jane Wrightson
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Attachments:
1. Documents relating to Fierce Girls – declined funding application
2. Documents relating to Fierce Girls – approved funding application
In accordance with NZ On Air policy information relating to production is not made available on our
website.
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